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All expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facts are published on the author- 
ity of the writer over whose signature they appear, and are not to be regarded as expressing the 
views of the American Dental Association, unless such statements or opinions have been adopted 
by the Association. 


The Mid-Monthly Review 


The Veterans Administration announces procedures for dental appointments. . . . 
Recent legislation is signed by the President to establish a new Department of 
Medicine and Surgery in the Veterans Administration. . . . The department will 
include a Dental Service under the supervision of an assistant medical director, 
responsible directly to the chief medical director. . . . Salaries for Veterans Adminis- 
tration posts range from $3,640 to $8,225. . . . Dentists are needed at once by the 
Veterans Administration. 


The U. S. Public Health Service will fill vacancies in its Reserve Corps and will 
also hold examinations for posts in the Regular Corps in April and May. . . . A new 
procedure has been announced by the Army Service Forces under which veterans 
of this war may purchase surplus dental equipment. . . . The War Assets Corporation 
is now in charge of disposal, superseding the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. ... 
Purchases may be made directly from the disposal agency under new regulations. 


An unofficial poll of a part of Congress reveals that it is 7 to 4 in opposition to 
President Truman’s health proposal. . . . THE JourRNAL extends its offer of free 
classified advertising to all veterans. .. . A.D.A. Board of Trustees meets in Chicago 
on February 8-10. 


A new series of transcribed radio programs is offered by the Bureau of Public 
Relations in cooperation with the Health Advisory Council of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States. Each broadcast dramatizes one aspect of the many dental 
problems facing the average American family. Transcriptions are furnished without 


cost to dental societies and chambers of commerce on request. 
4 
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Veterans Administration Announces Procedures for 
Dental Appointments in Department of Medicine and Surgery 


The following statement has been is- 
sued by the Veterans Administration re- 
garding the appointment of dentists to 
the Department of Medicine and Sur- 


gery: 

Public Law No. 293, 79th Congress, 
created a Department of Medicine and 
Surgery in the Veterans Administration, 
under the direction of a Chief Medical 
Director, January 3, 1946. 

Public Law No. 293 includes a Den- 
tal Service under the supervision of an 
Assistant Medical Director, Dental, who 
will be directly responsible to the Chief 
Medical Director. 

Under this law, the Administrator of 
Veterans Affairs will establish regulations 
to replace the Civil Service rules which 
formerly governed professional person- 
nel of the Veterans Administration. Un- 
til such regulations are established, the 
following will prevail: 


tion and disciplinary boards to be set 
up by the Administrator, the Veterans 
Administration will have complete super- 
vision of its own dentists, physicians and 
nurses, based upon their professional 
competence. Dentists appointed to the 
Department of Medicine and Surgery 
will not be Civil Service employes. 
Salaries.—A new salary scale commen- 
surate with training and experience has 
been established, as follows: 


Grade Pay Per Annum! Positions 

Senior $7,175-$8,225 Chief, Dental Di- 
vision—Branch 
Office 

Inter- Assistant Chief, 


Dental Divi- 
sion—Branch 
Office 

Chief, Dental 
Service — Hos- 
pital 

Chief, Dental 
Service — Re- 


mediate $6,230-$7,070 


ional Offi 
Status.—Through appointment, promo- Specialists 
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Full $5,180-$6,020 Assistant Chief, 


Chief, 
Service — Hos- 
pital 
Chief, Dental 
Service — Re- 
gional Office 
Specialists 
$4,300-$5,180 Assistant Chief, 
Dental Service 
—Hospital 
Chief, 
Dental Service 
Of- 


Associate 


ce 
Dentists — Sub- 
regional Office 


Junior $3,640-$4,300 Dentists — Hos- 


pital 

Dentists — Re- 
gional and Sub- 
regional Of- 
fices 


1Pay increased with length of service within 
these limits. Dentists appointed while on 
terminal leave from the armed forces will 
receive service leave pay and their Veterans 
Administration salaries while they are mem- 
bers of both services. 


Retirement.—Five per cent deductions 
are made from all base salaries for retire- 
ment, which is based on age or disability 
and an aggregate service of at least five 
years. Honorable military service not 
forming the basis for pension is counted 
for retirement in the same manner as 
Civil Service. Although they are not Civil 
Service employes, dentists, physicians and 
nurses in the Department of Medicine 
and Surgery will be subject to the regu- 
lations of, and will receive the benefits 
under, the Civil Service Retirement Act 
of May 22, 1920, as amended. 
Qualifications.—Minimum requirements 
for dentists are: 

1. Citizenship in the United States. 

2. Graduation from a school of den- 
tistry approved by the Administra- 
tor of Veterans Affairs. 

3. License to practice as a dentist in 
a state or territory of the United 
States, or in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

4. Adherence to physical requirements 
of the Department. 


5: Professional experience as required. 
Applications. — For the present, Civil 
Service Forms No. 57; No. 2413 in dupli- 
cate; No. 4006 or 7 ABC, and, when 
applicable, the Veterans Preference 
Claim No..14 are required. 

Note: Dental officers recently dis- 
charged from the armed forces may pre- 
sent a copy of their final type physical 
examination instead of Form No. 2413 if 
examination has been completed within 
ninety days prior to date of application. 

Applications should not be submitted 
to the U. S. Civil Service Commission. 
Follow instructions below: 

Dentists seeking appointment in Ju- 
nior or Associate grades should apply to 
the manager of the nearest Veterans 
Administration regional office, hospital 
or center. Managers are authorized to 
make appointments in these grades sub- 
ject to post-audit of qualifications at 
Washington. When surplus at the sta- 
tion to which initially assigned, dentists 
are subject to transfer to another station. 
Preference of location may be stated and 
will be given consideration consistent 
with the needs of the service. 

Dentists seeking appointment to high- 
er grades should fill out all application 
forms and submit them, together, to the 
Chief Medical Director, Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Washington 25, D.C., 
marked “Attention: GAH.” 
Promotions.—Promotions to higher grades 
will be based on merit. 

Quarters. — On-station accommodations 
for dentists and their families are lim- 
ited. When occupied, rentals propor- 
tionate to the size and type of quarters 
are deducted from basic salary. Most 
Veterans Administration dentists live off- 
station in adjacent communities. 
Veterans’ Preference.—Preference will be 
given to qualified veterans. 

Clinical Experience.—Close association 
with civilian dental associations and 
teaching centers will assure modern scien- 
tific dentistry in Veterans Administration 
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establishments. The large number of 
cases handled and the opportunity for 
continuity of contact with individual 
cases over a period of years provide 
outstanding opportunity for extensive 
experience. 

Trans portati Dentists pay their own 
travel expenses to the location of their 
first assignment. Subsequent transfers, 
made in the interests of the service, are 
at government expense, and movement 
of household goods and dependents is 
included. 

Residencies and Internships.—In order to 
provide for training of dentists in the 
specialties so that they may be better 
equipped to fill leading positions in the 
Dental Service of the Veterans Admin- 
istration, dental residencies and intern- 
ships are being planned. Details have 
not been completed, but dentists inter- 
ested in such assignments may file rec- 
ord of their interest with the manager 
of the nearest Veterans Administration 
hospital, center or regional office, or 
with the Chief Medical Director, Veter- 
ans Administration, Washington 25, D.C. 
Full information will be sent to dentists 
filing a record of interest, as soon as 
available. 


Consultants.—TIt is planned, also, to have 
consulting dental staffs. As with dental 
internships and residencies, no informa- 
tion is available at this time. Dentists 
interested in serving on a consultant 
basis should file a record of their interest 
in the same manner as outlined for Res- 
idencies and Internships, above. 
Summary. — Dentists, physicians and 
nurses now on duty with the Veterans 
Administration will be continued in their 
present Civil Service positions pending 
establishment of procedures and stand- 
ards for appointment to the Department. 
Appointments of dentists, physicians 
and nurses subsequent to January 3, 
1946, will be made directly to the De- 
partment of Medicine and Surgery by 
the Administrator of Veterans Affairs 


271 


upon recommendation of the Chief Med- 
ical Director. . 

With the enactment of Public Law 
No. 293 and the demobilization of mil- 
lions of veterans of World War II, the 
medical and dental task of the Veterans 
Administration becomes a challenge and 
an opportunity. 


It is a challenge to the country to 
provide the best medical and dental care 
and treatment for war-torn veterans. 

It is an opportunity for qualified den- 
tists, physicians and nurses to reap the 


finest in professional progress and experi- - 


ence while giving the highest caliber of 
service of which they are capable to a 
deserving segment of humanity. 
Information.—For further information, 
consult the manager of the nearest Vet- 
erans Administration hospital, regional 
office or center, or write to the Chief 
Medical Director, Veterans Administra- 
tion, Washington 25, D.C. 


Veterans Administration Department of 
Medicine and Surgery Established 


Because of the acute shortage of per- 
sonnel in Veterans Administration hos- 
pitals, President Truman over-ruled ob- 
jections of the Civil Service Commission 
and signed the veterans’ bill H.R. 4717, 
January 3, it was announced by the Ad- 
ministration. The bill establishes a sepa- 
rate department of medicine and surgery 
within the Veterans Administration to 
replace the set-up under the Civil Service 
Commission. Gen. Omar N. Bradley, 
Veterans Administrator, announced that 
he would appoint Maj. Gen. Paul R. 
Hawley, now acting Surgeon General of 
the Administration, as acting Chief Med- 
ical Director. 

The new medical department permits 
General Bradley, as Veterans Adminis- 
trator, to employ professional applicants 
promptly to meet the present emergency 
situation, and also to evaluate and grade 
all dentists, physicians and nurses on the 
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basis of their professional qualifications. 
It is estimated that 100 dentists, 1,125 
physicians and 1,200 nurses are needed 
to fill present vacancies. According to 
Major General Hawley, there are ap- 
proximately 90,000 veterans receiving 
government care and 300,000 are ex- 
pected to be cared for within two years. 

In answer to veterans’ objections, 
President Truman wrote General Brad- 
ley, saying: “It is my desire that, in 
carrying out the provisions of this law, 
you develop a system of recruitment and 
placement which will grant priority to 
qualified veterans and which will also 
provide against any possibility of dis- 
crimination because of race or creed.” 

The bill establishes the divisions of 
Office of Chief Medical Director, Den- 
tal Service, Medical Service, Nursing 
Service and Auxiliary Service. The grades 
and annual full-pay ranges of the Dental 
Service as established by the new legis- 
lation are as follows: senior grade, $7,175 
minimum to $8,225 maximum; inter- 
mediate grade, $6,230 minimum to 
$7,070 maximum; full grade, $5,180 
minimum to $6,020 maximum; associate 
grade, $4,300 minimum to $5,180 maxi- 
mum; junior grade, $3,640 minimum to 
$4,300 maximum. 

Another provision of the bill enables 
dentists, physicians, nurses and _ techni- 
cians to attend recognized schools or 
work with the U. S. Public Health Serv- 
ice or other research groups for periods 
of time up to ninety days. 

The members of the new Department 

‘of Medicine and Surgery will be under 

the Civil Service Retirement Act of 1920 
and will receive its benefits, although 
‘they are not subject to selection or pro- 
motion by the Civil Service Commission. 
Hospital employes in the Administration 
not covered by the new act will continue 
to be appointed through the Civil Serv- 
ice channels which formerly governed 
their selection and promotions. 

Dentists, physicians, nurses and tech- 
nicians now employed by the Administra- 


tion will continue their present duties 
pending determination of their qualifica- 
tions for appointment in the new medical 
department. 


U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


U. S. Public Health Service to 
Fill Vacancies in Reserve Corps 


Appointments to fill vacancies in the 
Reserve Corps of the U.S. Public Health 
Service are now being made, and exami- 
inations for Regular Corps appointments 
will be held in April and May, it was 
announced recently by Surgeon General 
Thomas Parran. 

Dentists, physicians and nurses are 
needed immediately for duty in hospitals, 
in the tuberculosis and venereal disease 
control programs and in other activities 
of the Public Health Service. 

Pay and allowances, established by 
law, are identical with those for medical 
officers of the Army. All travel expenses, 
including travel to first station, are paid 
by the Service. 

In announcing the recruitment cam- 
paign, Dr. Parran states: “For the den- 
tist, the physician and the nurse, the 
Public Health Service is unique in the 
variety of opportunities it offers. Den- 
tists and physicians are offered oppor- 
tunities for professional growth and de- 
velopment, clinical work in Public Health 
Service hospitals throughout the country 
and medical research. Institutional, pub- 
lic health and administrative work is 
offered nurses.” 

Appointments to the Reserve Corps 
are made on a basis of review of data 
furnished by the applicant. Physical 
examination is required. , 

Regular Corps appointments require 
appearance before a board and a written 
professional examination. Dates and 
places for the examination will be an- 
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nounced shortly. A person receiving an 
appointment in the Reserve Corps im- 
mediately may also take the examination 
for the Regular Corps at the time that 
the examinations are held. 


Those interested either in obtaining 
immediate appointment in the Reserve 
Corps or in taking the examination for 
the Regular Corps should request appli- 
cation forms of the Surgeon General, 
U.S. Public Health Service, Federal Se- 
curity Agency, Washington, D.C. 


SURPLUS PROPERTY 


Veterans Are Offered Chance to 
Buy Surplus Dental Equipment 


A procedure under which veteran den- 
tal officers may purchase surplus medical 
and dental equipment has been devel- 
oped and is outlined in the following 
statement from the Army Service Forces: 

A procedure has been worked out whereby 
veteran dentists, physicians and veterinarians 
may purchase surplus Army medical equip- 
ment directly from the disposal agency. The 
authority for this procedure is found in Public 
Law 457, 78th Congress, and appropriate 
regulations issued by the Surplus Property 
Administration. 

In order to assist the individual in obtain- 
ing surplus property, there has been prepared 
by the Surgeon General of the Army, in col- 
laboration with the disposal agency, a listing 
of items by Army Medical Catalog Number, 
Standard Commodity Classification Number 
and Army nomenclature, together with a price 
set by the disposal agency. This listing includes 
material appropriate for a professional office 
which was available as “declared surplus” in 
various Army medical depots at the time the 
list was prepared. Supplemental lists are to 
be furnished as additional items become avail- 
able. Copies of this list are being made avail- 
able in Service Command Headquarters, in 
various Army hospitals, medical depots and 
disposal agency offices. This listing should be 
used by individuals in preparing requests. It 
should be understood that all of this material 
will not be available in any one particular 


region; nor will the quantities of any given i 
items be sufficient to satisfy all purchasers. 
Veteran dentists, physicians or veterinarians 
should apply to the district office of the 
Smaller War Plants Corporation which is j 
located nearest the veteran’s residence. Effec- i 
tive January 28, 1946, district offices will be 
absorbed by the War Assets Corporation ; how- 
ever, it is expected that these district offices 
will remain in the same location. District 
offices are maintained in approximately 110 } 
of the major cities throughout the country. 
The function of certifying applicants as to 
their eligibility to purchase surplus property, 
now performed by the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation, will be assumed by the War 
Assets Corporation as of January 28, 1946. } 
Having obtained certification that the ap- 
plicant is a veteran and that the property 
applied for is to be used in his own small 
enterprise, prospective purchasers may present 
their requirements to the nearest regional 
office of the disposal agency or to the nearest 
district office of the War Assets Corporation, 
listing quantities desired by stock number and 
nomenclature as shown on the listing referred , 
to above. Regional offices of the Office of i 
Surplus Property RFC have also been ab- 
sorbed by the War Assets Corporation,  effec- 
tive January 15, 1946, at which time the War 
Assets Corporation, a subsidiary of RFC, as- f 
sumed the disposal functions for which the i 
Office of Surplus Property RFC had thereto- 
fore been responsible. Regional offices are t 
located as follows: 

Atlanta 3—105 Pryor St., N.E. 

Boston 11—600 Washington St. 

Chicago 4—209 South LaSalle St. 

Cincinnati 2—704 Race St. , 

Denver 2—728 Fifteenth St. 

Ft. Worth 2—Post Office Box 1407 

Los Angeles 14—Pacific Mutual Bldg. 

Kansas City 8—2605 Walnut St. 

New York 1-—350 Fifth Ave. 

Philadelphia—Lafayette Bldg., Fifth and 
Chestnut St. 

San Francisco 2—30 Van Ness Ave. 

Seattle 1—2005 Fifth Ave. 

Regional offices will advise the applicant as 
to items, quantity, condition, price, avail- 
ability and location of material within that 
region. An extract, listing items desired but 
not available in that region, will be forwarded 
by the regional office to the central stock con- 
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trol point in Washington. Information as to 
availability in other regions will be furnished 
by the Washington office to the regional office 
for transmittal to the applicant. This infor- 
mation will also include the quantity, condi- 
tion, price and location of these items. Upon 
receipt of this information, the applicant will 
notify the War Assets Corporation regiona! or 
district office of the items desired, forwarding 
certified check for the total amount involved. 
The disposal agency will then order shipments 
from the Army or Navy storage depot, where 
located, in accordance with the detailed ship- 
ping instructions supplied by the applicant. 
Shipment will be made, transportation charges 
collect, to be paid by the consignee. 


Although samples of equipment are avail- 
able for inspection by the purchaser, they are 
located in various depots throughout the 
United States, and it is impracticable to assem- 
ble all the items in one or more locations for 
inspection. Further, it is impracticable for 
individual purchasers to visit the numerous 
depots where material is located in order to 
inspect prior to purchase. It is not possible, 
in case individual items of equipment are 
inspected by purchasers, to tag any particular 
piece of equipment for the individual pur- 
chaser to be held pending receipt of shipping 
order from the disposal agency. Purchasers 
are familiar with Army and Navy equipment, 
having worked with it during their military 
service. Prices for new, unused equipment, 
in excellent condition, have been set by the 
disposal agency at fair value. Prices will be 
scaled downward if used’ equipment is fur- 
nished. If only new, unused equipment, in 
excellent condition, is desired, applicants will 
so state and depots will not make substitution 
of material in less desirable classification. All 
claims and adjustments will be handled by the 
War Assets Corporation. These claims must 
be presented to the district or regional office 
handling the original request for purchase. It 
must also be understood that surplus property 
sales are in progress at all times,’ and that 
delivery of all items selected by the applicant 
cannot be guaranteed, nor will back orders be 
established. Payments for equipment not fur- 
nished will be refunded. To the extent of 
availability, equipment will be shipped from 
the medical depot nearest the destination des- 
ignated by the purchaser. However, surplus 
stocks are not evenly distributed throughout 


the Army and Navy medical depot system 
and shipments of some of the equipment will 
have to be made from depots at considerable 
distance from the destination. 


HEALTH LEGISLATION 


Congress Poll Reveals 7 to 4 
Ratio Against Truman Health Plan 


An unofficial poll of one-fourth of 
Congress by the Associated Press reveals 
an approximate 7 to 4 opposition to the 
national compulsory “prepaid” health 
insurance system recently proposed by 
President Truman. The Associated Press 
conducted an informal poll among mem- 
bers of the House and Senate just before 
Christmas on the question: “Do you 


‘favor President Truman’s proposal for 


a national prepaid ‘health insurance’ 
plan to be financed by additional social 
security taxes and by general government 
revenues?” 


One hundred and forty-one returned 
their ballots. Of these, seventy-two 
voted “no” and forty-three “yes.” Seven- 
teen were “undecided,” three were “non- 
committal” and six gave qualified an- 
swers. Of the 141 ballots returned, 
seventy-five were from Republicans, 
sixty-three from Democrats, one from an 
American Labor Party member and two 
from congressmen who did not give their 
party affiliation. 

Of the seventy-five designated Repub- 
licans who returned ballots in the Asso- 
ciated Press poll, only four expressed 
themselves in favor of the Truman pro- 
posal. Nine were undecided, three were 
noncommittal and one said that, while 
he was against it at the present, “if 
modifications are made perhaps I could 
go along.” Of the sixty-three designated 
Democrats, thirty-eight were for the 
proposal, twelve were opposed, eight were 


undecided and five gave qualified an- - 


swers. 
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ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


Journal Extends Frée Classified 
Advertising Offer to Dental Officers 


Tue JourRNat is pleased to announce 
that its offer of free classified advertising 
to all dental officers honorably discharged 
will be extended to four months from 
the date of discharge of each particular 
officer. Such advertisements will be lim- 
ited to one insertion of fifty words and 
may include material on any of the gen- 
eral headings found in the classified ad- 
vertising section. The usual rules gov- 
erning classified advertising apply. 


B. L. Kime, Assistant Editor 
of Journal, Takes New Post 


Bess L. Kime, assistant editor of THE 
JourNaAL since 1929, left that post Jan- 
uary I to assume’ new duties with the 
Library and Indexing Service of the 
American Dental Association. Mrs. Kime 
had been connected with THE JouRNAL 
since March 1924, serving as assistant to 
Otto U. King who was then editor. 


Four Million Artificial 
Teeth Sought for France 


Artificial teeth are urgently needed in 
France in order to rehabilitate the thou- 
sands of soldiers who are now being re- 
patriated. Princess Polignac, an. official 
representative of the French Red Cross, 
is now in this country seeking assistance 
in the form of dental equipment and 
supplies. She has appealed to dentists of 
this country to supply four million artifi- 
cial teeth, which, she explained, “need 
not necessarily be new or up to date as 
the need is so great that even the most 
obsolete type will be welcomed.” 

At the request of Waldo H. Mork, 
president of the Dental Society of the 
State of New York, the Board of Trustees 


of the American Dental Association 
authorized the Central Office to receive 
donations of artificial teeth for redistri- 
bution to points where the need is 
greatest. Packages should be clearly 
marked: Artificial Tooth Collection, 
American Dental Association, 222 East 
Superior St., Chicago 11, Il. 


A.D.A. Trustees Have Meeting 
in Chicago February 8 to 10 


The Board of Trustees of the American 
Dental Association met at the Central 
Office, Chicago, February 8-10. A full 
report of its activities will appear in a 
later issue. 


BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 


New A.D.A. Transcriptions on 
Dental Health Available to Societies 


A new series of six five-minute elec- 
trically transcribed radio programs en- 
titled “Dental Health for America” is 
being released by the American Dental 
Association in cooperation with the 
Health Advisory Council of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, it 
was announced recently by Lon W. 
Morrey, director of the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Relations of the American Dental 
Association. Each broadcast dramatizes 
one aspect of the many dental problems 
facing the average American family. 

Component dental societies are re- 
quested to write local chambers of com- 
merce regarding the transcriptions so 
that the broadcasts can be presented over 
the local station under the joint sponsor- 
ship of the two organizations. 

Transcriptions will be furnished with- 
out cost to dental society or chamber of 
commerce secretaries upon request. Re- 
quests for the transcriptions should be 
sent to the Health Advisory Council, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington 6, D.C. 
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DENTISTRY ABROAD 


China Requests UNRRA to Provide 
Dentists and Other Field Personnel 


According to UNRRA, the Chinese 
Government has made a request for 
dentists and other field personnel to 
strengthen the available Chinese forces. 
Such personnel will be required to head 
the respective services in hospitals that 
will be established in areas recently lib- 
erated from the Japanese. 

Candidates should be under 50 years 
of age and in good physical condition, 
and must be available not later than 
March 1, 1946. 

All dentists interested are asked to 
write to Szeming Sze, M.D., in care of 
UNRRA, 1344 Connecticut Ave., N.W., 
Washington 25, D.C. 


500 British Dentists Strike to 
Raise Health Insurance Fees 


Five hundred British dentists are on an 
unofficial strike in Surrey, Sussex, Kent 
and Hampshire, according to the Asso- 
ciated Press release of December 6. The 
dentists, it was stated, refused to supply 
dentures to persons with health insurance 
until the fees were raised to $42. The 
present fee is $25.50. 


South American Dental 
Groups Elect New Officers 


The following officers were elected by 
the Sociedad Odontologica de Valparaiso 
on October 26, 1945: president, Carlos 
Valencia Courbis; vice-president, Bracey 
Wilson Nagel; secretary, Carlos Farias 
Guzman; treasurer, Heriberto Struve 
Humphreys; librarian, Octavio Escobar 
Loyola; directors, Enrique Rogers Lan- 
daeta, Alfredo Reed Valenzuela and 
Aliro Saldoval Alarcon. 


Honorary officers elected were: presi- 
dent, Aurelio Pickering Concha; secre- 
tary, Manuel A. Cuitino Briones; direc- 
tors, Luis Fernandez Rodriguez and Er- 
nesto Eisele Bories. 

The Asociacion Odontologica de Chile 
elected the following officers: president, 
Carlos Valencia Courbis; secretary, Car- 
los Farias Guzman; treasurer, Heriberto 
Struve Humphreys; directors, Bracey 
Wilson Nagel and Alfredo Reed Valen- 
zuela. 

Delegates elected to the General As- 
sembly were: Don Nicolas Rodriguez 
Pradenas, Don Ruben Bascunan S. and 
Don Arturo Campino H. 


Dental Mechanics Wanted 
for Panama Canal Service 


The Panama Canal office in Wash- 
ington announces openings for dental 
mechanics in the Panama Canal service 
on the Isthmus of Panama at a salary of 
$2,900 a year and free transportation to 
the Canal Zone. Minimum: qualifications 
include a course of laboratory instruction 
and at least one year’s practical experi- 
ence as a dental mechanic. Applicants 
must be American citizen, in good phys- 
ical condition, not over 45 years of age 
and not subject to draft under selective 
service. 

All dental mechanics interested are 
urged to write to Chief of Office, Panama 
Canal, Washington 25, D. C. 


Canadian Dental Groups to Hold 


Joint Convention in Toronto 


The Ontario Dental Association’s 1946 
joint convention with the Canadian Den- 
tal Association will be held in Toronto, 
May 27-30, at the Royal York Hotel. 
Although this is primarily a Canadian 
convention, dentists in the United States 
are invited to attend. 
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ARMY AND NAVY 


G. C. Paffenbarger Commended 
for Outstanding Service 


Commodore George C. Paffenbarger, 
of the Dental Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve, 
recently received the following commen- 
dation from Vice Admital Ross T. Mc- 
Intire, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery: 

For exceptional meritorious and outstanding 
service as Dental Assistant and Advisor to the 
Chief of the Materiel Division, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, during the perform- 
ance of which duty he supervised the selection 
of items for purchase, estimated the require- 
ments for, maintained the standards of quality 
and directed the primary distribution of all 
dental material required by the Medical De- 
partment of the Navy and conducted research 
in the usage rate factors which promoted 
effective stock control to the end that large 
sums of money were saved by the Government, 
he demonstrated foresight, resourcefulness and 
devotion to duty during a period of unprece- 
dented expansion in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. 


Fitzsimons and O’Reilly General 
Hospitals Become Plastic Eye Centers 


Fitzsimons and O’Reilly General Hos- 
pitals have been added to the list of gen- 
eral hospital centers in keeping with the 
Army’s program to establish a sufficient 
number of plastic eye centers to supply 
the needs of patients requiring pros- 
theses. 


Captain Katz Awarded Bronze Star 
for Outstanding Dental Services 


Capt. Harry W. Katz, Flushing, N. Y., 
dental officer of the 49th Quartermaster 
Group of the U. S. Army, was recently 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal by the 
command of Gen. Joseph T. McNarney 
for outstanding services in the care and 
treatment of the dental needs of his 


organization during military operations 
in North Africa and Italy during 1943- 
1945: 

Captain Katz contributed materially 
to the operational success of his organi: 
zation by “diligently performing his 
duties under adverse conditions, utilizing 
all available field equipment to the most 
advantage and successfully administering 
dental care to 4,000 men despite the fact 
that various units of his organization 
were widely separated.” 


Maj. William R. Dunleavy Commanding 
Officer of Korean Station Hospital 


By virtue of recent legislation enacted 
by Congress giving dental officers the 
right to command, Maj. William R. 
Dunleavy has been made commanding 
officer of a station hospital located’ in 
Pusan, Korea. According to Major Dun- 
leavy, this is probably the only instance 
in which a dental officer has taken over 
the command of a hospital in World 
War II. 


Servicemen Promised Dental 
Care Prior to Discharge 


According to Technical Manual 8-255, 
dated September 10, 1945, individuals 
who have lost anterior teeth in the line 
of duty will be provided with appropriate 
treatment, including prosthetic appli- 
ances, prior to separation, if the indi- 
vidual so desires. Routine dental treat- 
ment may be given individuals, provided 


’ time, facilities and dental personnel are 


available, and provided the individual 
elects to have such treatment. 

The employment of civilian dental 
laboratory service is provided for by 
Army Regulations 40-510, C 1, para- 
graph 5b(3), September 10, 1942. Civil- 
ian dental laboratory service may be au- 
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thorized by commanding generals of the 
various service commands, if adequate 
dental laboratory facilities are not avail- 
able and if there is insufficient time to 
have the cases completed at central den- 
tal laboratories. 


Time in Grade to Determine 
Army Promotions 


The article “Time in Grade to Deter- 
miné Army Promotions,” in the January 
15 number of THe Journat, failed to 
state that, according to the War Depart- 
ment release, Army officer promotions, to 
be determined by time spent in grade, 
are given only to eligible officers on 
terminal leave. 


According to the announcement by the 
War Department, the following officers 
are eligible for promotion: second and 
first lieutenants who have served in one 
grade for eighteen months; captains and 
majors, for twenty-four months, and lieu- 
tenant colonels, for thirty months. 

In computing service, 50 per cent addi- 
tional credit is given for time served over- 
seas in grade. To qualify for such pro- 
motion, officers must have an efficiency 
index of not less than 40. 


Announce Publication of 
Occupational Briefs for Servicemen 


The War Department announces the 
publication of a series of 110 occupa- 
tional briefs to furnish servicemen with 
accurate, up-to-date educational and 
vocational information to help them 
make adequate occupational readjust- 
ments to civilian life after the war. 

Among the first sixty-eight briefs to 
come off the press is the brief on den- 
tistry. The writing of the briefs was 
done in accordance with the War De- 
partment’s specifications by the staffs of 
various federal agencies specializing in 
the preparation of occupational informa- 
tion. 


All requests for copies should be ad- 
dressed to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 


Major General Mills to Serve on 
Central Medical Department Board 


Maj. Gen. Rabert H. Mills, chief of 
the Dental Division, Surgeon General's 
Office, was chosen to serve on the Cen- 
tral Medical Department Board which 
will meet in Washington to review appli- 
cation papers for permanent commissions 
in the Medical Department of the Regu- 
lar Army. Rex McK. McDowell, deputy 
chief of the Dental. Division, is also a 
member of the board. 


5,856 Army Dental Officers 
Separated from Service Since V-E Day 


According to a recent release from the 
Office of the Surgeon General, 575 Army 
dental officers were separated from serv- 
ice during the week ending January 18, 
and 5,856 Army dental officers have 
been separated from service since V-E 
Day. 


DENTISTS AND DENTAL 
SOCIETIES 


Paul R. Stillman, 
New York, Dies at 75 


Paul R. Stillman, former Clinical Pro- 
fessor of Periodontia in the New York 
University College of Dentistry, died 
December 17, 1945, at the age of 75. 

Dr. Stillman received his dental educa- 
tion at the Baltimore College of Dental 
Surgery, graduating in 1899. He was an 
instructor in Columbia University during 
the years 1916-1920 and in 1925 was 
named Clinical Professor of Periodontia 
in the New York University College of 
Dentistry, a position which he held until 
his retirement from practice. 
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He was a former member of the Dental 
Advisory Board of the New York City 
Health Department, a member of the 
Dental Society of the State of New York, 
the American Academy of Periodontol- 
ogy and the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science and a 
founding member of the International 
Association for Dental Research. 


Industrial Dentists Elect Officers 
and Plan April Meeting in Chicago 


The American Association of Indus- 
trial Dentists held its annual meeting 
December 1-2 in New York City, at 
which time the following officers were 
elected: J. M. Dunning, president; R. M. 
Walls, president-elect; E. R. Aston, vice- 
president; L. D. Heacock, secretary- 
treasurer; E. R. Goldhorn, Harold Hoop- 
er, Earl Thomas, L. S. Morvay and C. R. 
Fricks, directors. 

Plans were made for the group to 
participate in the Industrial Hygiene 
Convention to be held in Chicago be- 
ginning April 10 by presenting papers 
on various phases of dentistry in indus- 
try. A joint session with the American 
Association of Industrial Physicians and 
Surgeons will be held April 11. 


Department of Labor Appoints 
Dental Services Adviser 


The Department of Labor recently 
announced the appointment of John 
Thomas Fulton, former Chief of the Divi- 
sion of Dental Hygiene of the Connecti- 
cut State Health Department, to the 
newly created position of Dental Services 
Adviser in the Children’s Bureau of the 
Department of Labor. 

Dr. Fulton is the technical adviser to 
the Bureau in the field of services to 
children and will devote himself pri- 
marily to research, administration and 


‘ practice in public health dentistry for 


children. 


Station KANS at Wichita to 
Broadcast A.D.A. Transcriptions 


The Division of Dental Hygiene, Kan- 
sas State Board of Health, making ef- 
fective use of the American Dental 
Association’s transcriptions, “Tales from 
Ivory Towers,” will broadcast the series 
beginning about February 1 over station 
KANS at Wichita, it was announced by 
Lon W. Morrey, director of the Bureau 
of Public Relations of the American 
Dental Association. 

The series has been presented over the 
University of Kansas station KFKU since 
October 31, 1945. Kansas teachers from 
schools in forty-four communities includ- 
ing over 3,300 children enrolled for the 
series. 


Eastern Dentists Discuss Work of 
U. S. Public Health Service 


At the meeting of dental directors in 
Public Health District No. 1, held De- 
cember 5, 1945, in New York City, work 
of the Dental Unit, Industrial Hygiene 


Division, U. S. Public Health Service, © 


was described by its chief, Lyman D. 
Heacock. 

Also discussed were reports on fluorine 
studies carried on in this district, and 
cooperation with state councils on dental 
health, redistribution of dental practi- 
tioners and methods for obtaining par- 
ticipation of laymen and dentists in the 
dental program. 


National Negro Health Week to 
Be Held March 31-April 7 


The U.S. Public Health Service re- 
cently announced that the thirty-second 
observance of the National Negro Health 
Week will take place March 31 to April 
7. The special objective for this year’s 
Health Week will be “A Healthy Home 
in a Healthy Community.” 
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Massachusetts Conducts 
Dental Caries Survey 


The Dental Bureau of the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public Health an- 
nounced recently that it is conducting a 
survey to determine the incidence of 
caries among children by age groups and 
to determine the availability of sufficient 
dentists to cope with the existing prob- 
lem in preparation for conducting a re- 
search program in the control of dental 
caries. 

The fluoride content of all public 
water supplies in the state has already 
been determined and in only one town, 
Farnumsville, was as much as one part 
per million of fluorine (1.3 parts per 
million) found. In. all other public 
water supplies, the amount of fluorine 
was near 0.2 parts per million. 

These data will be used as the basis 
for the proposed study, which will in- 
vestigate the control of dental caries by 
utilizing fluorides in the following ways: 
in public water supplies; in prophylactic 
pastes and mouth washes; in pastilles 
and lozenges; in pills and in topical ap- 
plications. In each community where the 
study is being conducted, 250 children 
are participating and a like number are 
serving as the control group. 


WPB RULING 


Ten Products Placed Under WPB 
Preference Rating System 


The War Production Board announces 
that ten products, ranging from dental 
burs to alarm clocks, have been placed 
under the preference rating system to 
permit their equitable distribution dur- 
ing reconversion. 

This action permits any one who quali- 
fies under the Priorities Assistance Regu- 
lation, PR-28, to apply to the War Pro- 
duction Board for a rating to obtain 
dental burs and other restricted products. 
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RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 


University of Illinois Graduate School 
to Award Four Research Fellowships 


Four research fellowships are to be 
awarded for one year in the fields of 
dentistry, medicine and pharmacy by the 
Graduate School of the University of 
Illinois at a stipend of $1,200 per year. 
Fellows are eligible for reappointment in 
competition with new applicants. 

Candidates for these fellowships must 
have completed a training of not less 
than eight years beyond high school 
graduation. 

Candidates should indicate the field of 
research in which they are interested and 
submit complete transcripts of their 
scholastic credits, together with the 
names of three former science teachers 
as references. Appointments will be an- 
nounced January 1 or soon thereafter 
each year. The fellowship year begins 
September 1. 

Formal application blanks can be 
secured from the secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Graduate Work in Dentistry, 
Medicine and Pharmacy, 1853 West Polk 
St., Chicago 12, IIl. 


INTERNSHIP DIRECTORY 


Directory of Hospitals Using 


Dental Personnel Is Available 


The Committee on Economics of the 
American Dental Association will make 
available on request a directory of hos- 
pitals in the United States and its pos- 
sessions which employed salaried dentists 
and interns during 1943. Later informa- 
tion is not yet available, but the directory 
will furnish a basis for further inquiry 
to dental officers who are interested in 
salaried positions, residencies or intern- 
ships. 
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GENERAL NEWS 


Maj. Gen. G. F. Lull Takes Post 
at American Medical Association 


Maj. Gen. George F. Lull, Deputy 
Surgeon General of the Army, whose 
notable record in that capacity won him 
the Distinguished Service Medal, the 
highest noncombatant award, has re- 
tired from the Army after thirty-three 
years of service with the Medical Corps. 

General and Mrs. Lull will move to 
Chicago, where General Lull will become 
secretary and general manager of the 
American Medical Association. He will 
take up his new duties officially in July, 
when the retirement of Dr. Olin West, 
the present secretary and general man- 
ager, becomes effective, but he will im- 
mediately join the staff of the American 
Medical Association to familiarize him- 
self with the work of the organization. 


President Truman Signs Bill 
Liberalizing G. I. Bill of Rights 


President Truman signed the bill lib- 
eralizing the G. I. Bill of Rights Decem- 
ber 28. Regulations pertaining to loans 
and education for returning veterans 
have been specially broadened by revi- 
sion of the bill. 


Gallup Poll Conducted on 
Federal Aid for Cancer Study 


According to results of a recently con- 
ducted Gallup poll, the American pub- 
lic would favor a federal appropriation 
of $200,000,000 for the study and treat- 
ment of cancer. Three out of four per- 
sons said they were willing to pay more 
taxes to provide the money. In reply to 
a question issued by the American Insti- 
tute of Public Opinion, “Should Con- 
gress pass a law which would provide 
$200,000,000 for the study and treatment 


of cancer in this country?” 81 per cent 
said “yes,” 10 per cent “no” and g per 
cent offered “no opinion.” In answer- 
ing the question “Would you be willing 
to pay more taxes to provide this 
money?” 75 per cent voted “yes,” 20 per 
cent “no” and 5 per cent “no opinion.” 


GOP Policies and Changes in 1944 
Platform Favor Federal Health Aid 


The text of the policy statement issued 
by Republican Senate and House mem- 
bers includes “federal aid_to the extent 
necessary, to states and through states to 
their sub-divisions, to assist them in af- 
fording subsistence, shelter and medical 
care to their citizens who are unable to 
provide for themselves.” 

According to the new GOP policies, 
such aid, including unemployment com- 
pensation, must be based on state and 
local initiative, operation and” responsi- 
bility, without federal bureaucratic inter- 
ference. 

The GOP policy stipulates that federal 
aid must be in amounts which do not 
impose an unreasonable burden of tax- 
ation on the rest of the population, who 
pay the bills. 


Dental Supplies Urgently 
Needed by French Red Cross 


Since October, dentists, supply houses 
and dental laboratories have contributed 
$17,000 worth of dental supplies, includ- 
ing $10,415.16 worth of porcelain teeth, 
to the Medical and Surgical Relief Com- 
mittee for the use of the French Red 
Cross. Because of a lack of instruments 
and supplies, the French dental profes- 
sion has been almost helpless in its strug- 
gle to provide adequate dental care for 
the millions who need it. 

All those who can possibly do so are 
urged to send supplies, particularly 
porcelain teeth and forceps, to the Medi- 
cal & Surgical Relief Committee, 420 
Lexington Ave., New York City. 
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Japanese dentist and mobile equipment. With office buildings in certain parts of Japan 
reduced to rubble, office space is at a premium. The picture shows a Japanese dentist carrying 
his equipment on an ox-drawn cart as he attempts to continue his practice in towns near 


New Assignments in 
Army Dental Corps 


Col. Oscar P. Snyder (DC), who has 
been on duty at Theater Dental Surgeon 
in the Southwest Pacific Theater, has 
been assigned as chief of dental service, 
England General Hospital, Atlantic City, 
N. J. He has been succeeded as Theater 
Dental Surgeon in the Southwest Pacific 


-by Col. Terry P. Bull (DC). Gol. Fred- 


rick R. Wunderlich (DC) has replaced 
Colonel Bull as Service Command Den- 
tal Surgeon of the 7th Service Command, 
with headquarters in Omaha. 

Lt. Gol. Brice M. Dorsey (DC), who 
has been on duty in Australia, has re- 
turned to the United States. He has 
been assigned temporarily to the dental 


division, Surgeon General’s Office, to aid 
in the revision of film strips dealing with 
maxillofacial casualties. 


Ohio State Health 
Center Proposed 


A proposal for the erection of a state 
health center at Ohio State University, 
Columbus, is now before Gov. Frank J. 
Lausche and members of the state legis- 
lature. Representatives of the dental 
and medical faculties, who have been 
planning and studying the project for 
two years, have requested an appropria- 
tion of $5,000,000 to cover the cost of 
the center. Plans for the proposed cen- 
ter have been approved by official rep- 
resentatives of the dental and medical 
colleges of Western Reserve University. 
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